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they cross 

against the 

red light!

paint a zebra, 

they’ll have to 

follow the law

they jump 

in front of 

cars!

It’s our 

culture...

they cross 

out of the 

crosswalks!



they text, 

hear music, 

walk slow!



Pedestrian

Crash Index
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Photo: Tiago Aleixo/ CM Lisboa/ EPAP



Photo: Tiago Aleixo/ CM Lisboa/ EPAP



Pedestrian Crashes, Before & After

[average 2017-18 vs. average 2014-16]
(IA + 5 meters)

Source: CM Lisboa / DPAP 2019





Peter Salk gets a Polio shot from his father 

Jonas, as his mother looks on (1953)







Today we have the knowledge
and the means to eliminate 
traffic deaths and serious 
injuries in city streets.



This implies a Paradigm Shift.



James Lind (1716-1794)



Ignaz Semmelweis (1818-1865)



The Diffusion of Innovations
is a Social Process.
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Knowledge

Structure
of Action
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In a fast-changing 
world, how smart
will Road Safety get ?



How can we innovate faster?
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“We recognise
the following 
Principles as 
necessary for 
sound and 
effective 
action
for Traffic 
Safety...”



Arnhem-Nijmegen (Netherlands)

Barcelona (Spain)

Berlin (Germany)

Bilbao (Spain)

Brussels (Belgium)

Budapest (Hungary)

Dublin (Ireland)

Eindhoven (Netherlands)

Farkadona (Greece)

Glasgow (United Kingdom)

Gothenburg (Sweden)

Greater Manchester (United Kingdom)

Helmond (Netherlands)

Île-de-France (France)

La Rochelle(France)

Leon (Spain)

Lisbon(Portugal)

London (United Kingdom)

Madrid (Spain)

Noord Brabant Province (Netherlands)

Rotterdam (Netherlands)

Schaarbeek (Belgium)

Sofia (Bulgaria)



Bird

CIE (Cycling Industries Europe)

Donkey Republic

ECF (European Cycling Federation)

EuroRAP (European Road Assessment 

Program)

FEVR (European Federation of Road 

Traffic Victims)

IFP (International Federation of 

Pedestrians)

IRVA (Irish Road Victims’ Association)

Lime

MUBi (Associação Mobilidade Urbana 

Bicicleta, Portugal)

NTUA (National Technical University of 

Athens, Greece)

Sustrans (United Kingdom)

Uber

VSV (Flemish Foundation for Traffic 

Knowledge, Belgium)

VOI Technology AB

Walk21

YOURS (Youth for Road Safety)















Photo: Daniel Szigeti, 2020
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Photo: Mairie de Paris, 2021





Photo: Pedro Homem de Gouveia/ POLIS
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“The reasonable man adapts himself 

to the world; the unreasonable one 

persists in trying to adapt the world 

to himself. Therefore, all progress 

depends on the unreasonable man.”

George Bernard Shaw 



...thank you :-)

Find out more about the
New Paradigm for Safe City Streets
by clicking here

Pedro Homem de Gouveia
Coordinator, Safety & Security
POLIS Network

pgouveia@polisnetwork.eu

https://www.polisnetwork.eu/document/city-declaration-road-safety/

